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roughly to a figure comparable to English ships of the
same class when laid up out of commission. The Squadron
Command could not agree to this reduction for reasons
of safety and because reasonable living conditions had
to be maintained.  We requested a reduction of between
5 and 20 in accordance with the size of ship,  The English
Admiralty, after our counter-proposals, did not proceed
with the business, but allowed the whole matter to drop.
We could not foresee what motives underlay this
preliminary action by the English Admiralty.   Either
they wanted to reduce the crews because of the previous
disorders which had occurred or they wanted to create a
favourable preliminary ^military condition for some sort
of seizure on the occasion of the signing of Peace, or
perhaps they wanted a harmless excuse for not dividing
the ships up amongst Allied ports, as the reduction of
crews would have the result of impairing the readiness
for sea of the ships.   The Entente Press at that time were
already quietly discussing the seizure of the ships when
Peace was signed and rather more openly debating the
therefore necessary dividing up of the ships amongst the
various Entente ports.  Judging by the discussions in the
English Press we had come to the conclusion that England
had very little wish to divide up our unusually high-dass
ship-material amongst the Allies*   It was also apparent
to us, knowing the English character, that this distribu-
tion of ships, through which England would have to
provide herself with material to oppose an opponent of
equal strength in a future war at sea, was as un-English
as possible-   The English Press recommended instead of
dividing up the German ships, to sink them, and of course
this would be done by England alone.
This preliminary attack on our crew-strengths made us
surmise that England would never again let go of the